Missouri Cattlemen’s Association
Collegiate Cattlemen’s Showdown Instructions
Thank you for your interest and participation in this year’s Collegiate Cattlemen’s Showdown! We are proud to offer this opportunity for discussion to passionate collegiate cattlemen and women from across Missouri. Please read this entire document as it includes the outline explaining how this competition will run as well as other useful information. 
Selecting Participants
All participants must be current MCA or MJCA members. If you are not already a member, please apply to become a member here.
Collegiate Members:
Each Missouri Cattlemen’s Association Collegiate Chapter is asked to choose only one representative from their chapter. Representatives can be picked in any way including a vote, a college-level showdown round, etc. Once a representative is chosen, they should complete this registration form by Friday, December 3rd. All collegiate representatives are asked to attend the preliminary competition happening via Zoom on Friday, December 17th at 2:00 PM as a practice round. If your chapter is interested in sending more than one member, they must apply as an at-large participant. 
At-Large Members:
MCA will select two at-large participants for this year’s showdown. We will select these participants during a preliminary competition happening via Zoom on Friday, December 17th at 2:00 PM. At-large participants could include students who are not affiliated with a collegiate cattlemen’s chapter or students who were not selected as their chapter’s representative. If you would like to compete as an at-large participant, please complete this registration form by Friday, December 31st. 
If You Are Selected
Once selected at the collegiate or at-large level, participants will compete in the debate-style competition at the 54th Annual Missouri Cattle Industry Convention happening January 7-9, 2022 at the Holiday Inn Executive Center in Columbia, MO. This final round of the competition will be held in person on January 8th from 1:00 to 3:00 PM. All six finalists are invited to attend the annual banquet that evening, where we will announce the winners. MCA will cover the event registration cost, banquet ticket, and will provide hotel rooms if necessary.

Structure
The Collegiate Cattlemen’s Showdown will be structured in a debate style. The competition will be judged by 2-3 judges based on the rubric below and will also include a moderator/timekeeper. Students should be dressed in business professional attire.
The debate is based off of the # questions listed below. Each question will be considered one round; at the beginning of each round, participants will have 30 seconds to make an opening statement, followed by 5 minutes of open debate, and finished with 1 minute to make a closing statement. Participants are allowed 1 page of notes, front and back, and are encouraged to research and review the questions prior to competition.
Questions 
*need to be updated
1. More than 90 percent of Missouri feeder calves are exported outside of Missouri to be fed and processed. Is this good, bad or both? Why or why not and what are possible solutions?
2. The average age of a farmer in Missouri is nearing 60 years old and nationally less than 5 percent are under 35 years old. How do we change this statistic? 
3. Bridging the rural and urban divide is always a topic of conversation within agricultural organizations when it comes to consumers better understanding agriculture. Is progress being made or is this a lost cause? 
4. Beef production, including the production of animal feed, is responsible for only 3.3 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. This is dramatically lower than the often-misquoted global livestock figure of 14.5 percent. Yet, many elected leaders point to limiting beef consumption as a way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. How do we better tell our story if the science isn’t enough?










Collegiate Cattlemen’s Showdown Judging Rubric

Participant Name: _______________________________________________________
Below is the judging rubric composed of 100 points. The participant with the highest number of total points will win. Each participant will be judged on the following:
*updated rubric?
	Opening Statement
	Total /10
	Notes

	· Addresses the question at hand
· Emphasizes the important the importance and relevancy of the topic
	
	

	Topic Comprehension
	Total /40
	Notes

	· Utilizes facts and statistics to support argument
· Possesses background knowledge on the topic
· Demonstrates analysis and problem solving skills during discussion
	



	

	Communication Skills & Delivery
	Total /40
	Notes

	· Remains professional
· Speaks clearly, thoughts are well-constructed
· Engages and listens to other participants
· Persuasiveness
· Asks questions and encourages further discussion
	
	

	Closing Statement
	Total /10
	Notes

	· Summarizes topic/discussion
· Provides outcome ideas and steps for moving forward
	
	

	
	
	Overall Total:          /100



*original rubric
	Content (20 Points)
	Notes

	· Stays on subject (5)
· Uses logical and well-developed evidence to further their argument (5)
· Uses relevant facts and statistics (5)
· Analyzes flaws/shortcomings in other participants’ claims (5)
	 

	 
	Total:            /20

	Speaker Style (20 Points)
	 

	· Retains composure (5)
· Enunciates and uses gestures appropriately (5)
· Engages and listens to opponents (5)
· Persuasiveness (5)
	 

	 
	Total:           /20

	Outcome/Steps Forward (10 Points)
	 

	· Provides steps forward and potential outcomes (5)
· Understands and explains both short term and long-term effects (5)
	 

	 
	Total:            /10

	Overall Total:
	                              /50










Registration Form – Collegiate Cattlemen’s Showdown
Name:                                                                                                                
Email:                                                                                                                 
Phone Number:                                                                                                
Please Circle One:                  At Large Delegate                     Collegiate Chapter Delegate
College Name:                                                                                                   
Are you an MCA/MJCA member?                        Yes                                  No
*If not, please go to www.mocattle.org/join-now to apply for membership.
Will you be able to participate in the preliminary round happening via Zoom on Friday, Dec. 17th at 2:00 PM?
Yes			No
Will you be able to participate in the final round happening in person on Saturday, Jan. 8th at 1:00 PM at the Missouri Cattle Industry Convention in Columbia, MO?
Yes			No
Will you be able to attend the awards banquet happening on Saturday, Jan. 8th at 6:30 PM the evening of the competition?
Yes			No
Will you be requiring a hotel room for the night of Jan. 8th?
Yes			No
Comments/Notes


By singing this form, you are agreeing to all rules of the MCA Collegiate Showdown. You are also agreeing that MCA may use your photo(s) or any other media.
Printed Name:       
Signature:        									Date:
